DATAVIDEO DV BANK

Drive That Acts like a Tape Deck Provides Improved

Waorkflow for Video Editors

BY BEN LONG

DV cameras provide an easier produe-
tion worldlow than any previous video
vechnology. But despite the power of
digieal editing, wpe can sl be a hasde,
Thats where Datavideos DV Pank
comes in, The DV Bank iz an exvernal
FireWire hard drive that allows wou o cap-
ture video from a DV camera or deck with-
out wsing a computer: Although ifs not a
rephicement for a mpe deck, the DXV Bank
and i accessories provide a mumber of
unique capabilites, including dme-lapse
phomography and automated playback, and i
mrmdueewmmthmwu:Wm—
erz or decl. What’s more, it gives you instant
random acces to all of your media, 2 great
time-gaver when you're on locstion,

For the Record

Availablewith a capacity of G0GE (51,100} or
120GE (51,180), the DV Bank looks liks a
normal FireWire dove that has an LCD
sereen and standard ot controls on it
face, The 60GE unie can record 4.5 howrs of
footage; the 120E, 9 howrs, The TV Bank
provides 99 tracks, and dhe amount of video
you ean récord into cach is limited only by

- the size of your dove.

You record video to the DV Bank just ag
vou'd record to amy other DV deck Simply
plug in your camera via the FireWire port
(either six- or fowr-pin), press the re and
play butions on the DV Bank, and let it mp.
Therek no need for 2 computer o any special
sofeware, The DV Bank caprorcs and stores
the video just as yeour compater would i
you were using the eapeare facility of 2 video-
editing program.

Instant Gratification

Ciiee pou've caprored your wideo, vou can
quickly move to any track and play it bazk
To zee your fostage, you'll need o connect
the DV Banl: via FireWire to vour DV cam-
era or deck. Because the device is recording

o 2 hard drive rather than to tape, you have .

instant random access vo all of your cap—
tured footape.

To get the captured footage inte your
Mac for edidng, you weat the DV Bank just
like any other camera or deck and wie your
ediing program’ captucing fictlity to grab
the elips you want Unformunately, there’s no
way to simply copy the caprured media to
. your Mac; the protess takes place in real
tme. This is the DV Banlk's bigprest weak-

ness, but Damvides claiogs that the nexc
generzdon will be able w copy direcdy.

The DV Bank obviously adds an exoera seep,
but it has a pomber of uses. On the sot, its
immediate feedback allows you to guickiy
review 3 take withoue having to rewind yoor
wpe and rsk breaking ].rc-m'i:l.mc coda, In
pu:tgmducliﬂn. you can simply dump an
entire taps w mBDVEmkmd then log and
eapture from there, limigng che amount of
abuse your deck makes, And the DV Bankh
ab.i]iq-.rm loop a mack lets you set ap a kiosk
in which you can have woarrended playback
du.t duem'tra-qﬁr&imgthrrmndmg.

Loaded with Opticns

Damvideo’s eptonal 54%9 Intervalometer
allows you to use the DV Bank: to choot time-
lapse videos. With the Intervalometss, you
and move them v the DV Bank, using any
interval you want For shoodng dme-lapes,

g stop-taoon ARimatoen, or shootng
:mmu, the DV Bank and Intervalo-
meicr combo i an ideal solution. . .

Other DV Bank accessories include 2 DC
converter for running off a car cigareme
lighter, and comverter bozes for caproring
from S-Video or YUV analop sources.

Macwerld’s Euying Advice
The DV Bank isn't for cveryone, Ith mavch
more expensive than an exvernal drive with
an equivalent capacity, and ir requires 3
somewhar different workflow. But for video-
gﬂph&m who need an addidony caproring
cility or dme-lapse tap:bﬂ.:tr;.' this stardy,
will-desigmed machine is a greartool. O
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&l of your capiured foatage.
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real time irstead of deing a stebight fike copy.
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